
|  DIFFICULTYTRAIL LENGTH ~ 1.1 MILES

Enter this preserve on a short boardwalk over a wetland, then go uphill and 
downhill, traversing a wetland forest, an upland forest, an area of forested 
floodplain of the Elkhart River called The Spreads and a brushy section of sedge 
meadow.

Land donor Lloyd W. Bender purchased the property in 1924 to protect the 
woodland from “axe and saw.” Because he felt strongly about the need to conserve 
natural resources and wildlife for future generations to enjoy, he donated the land 
to ACRES in 1966 to ensure its permanent protection.

The variety of habitats at this preserve is matched by the variety of trees, birds and 
wildflowers. There are burr oaks, white oaks, hickories, swamp white oaks, red elms, 
cottonwoods and red maples. 

ACREAGE: 116.3  |  ACQUIRED: 1966, 1972, 1980

Lloyd W. Bender Memorial Forest
1891 N. River Road W, Albion, IN 46701
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