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Hanging Rock is a rare natural feature in the generally level topography of northern 
Indiana. Situated on the bank of the Wabash River, Hanging Rock contains a portion 
of a Silurian coral reef and is approximately 420 million years old. It was formed 
when Indiana and much of the Midwest was covered by a warm, shallow sea. When 
the river undercut the rock, the top of the rock, 65 feet above the Wabash Valley, 
was left overhanging its base — thus the preserve’s name.

During prehistoric and historic times, humans have used Hanging Rock for navigation, 
astronomical observation and military observation. The Miami and other indigenous 
peoples and European Americans have used Hanging Rock as both an overlook and 
a landmark.
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